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eCourse on Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers
Young people play a crucial role in the prospect for development and should be included in every National Development Plan aiming at achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). But reality shows that attention to youth has not been sufficient and more needs to be done to make sure that special attention is given to young people, especially with regards to education, employment and health.

Following an online consultation organised by UNFPA in 2006, many young people expressed their interest and need for an online course addressing Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs) and related issues, so as to be able to further explore this field and its practical applications. Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs), which are a condition for debt relief under the enhanced ‘Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative’ as well as for concessional loans from the World Bank, are prepared by governments through a participatory process involving civil society and development partners, including the World Bank and the UN. For more information see www.worldbank.org/prsps .
To help young people better understand the PRSPs process and take an active role in shaping it, UNFPA then partnered with YAC to provide a youth-friendly online course on Youth and PRSPs. Running for nine weeks, the course will offer participants a venue to discuss PRSPs, a host of interactive activities and tools to boost their understanding and participation and the chance to apply their newly-gained knowledge in their own countries.

Dates: October 1st – November 30th (9 weeks)

Target group

· Young people up to the age of 25 years. Adolescents are encouraged to apply. 

· Young people who are involved in a youth organization 

· Young people from developing countries with a PRSP
 

Number of participants

· 30 participants maximum

Objectives

· To provide participants with an understanding of what national development strategies involve

· To provide participants with knowledge on the PRSP processes

· To provide participants with knowledge on how to influence the processes (entry points) and the tools to do so

Modules
1. Introduction to national development strategies, including PRSP

2. Poverty diagnostic / Situational analysis

3. Defining priority interventions 

4. Costing and budgeting

5.   Monitoring and evaluation

6. Consultation process 

The e-course will give an understanding of the issues in each process; where further information can be found, and which tools can be applied to influence each process. Key topics to include across the e-course are the MDGs, human rights and gender- and culture-sensitive approaches.

Methodology

A combination of methodologies should be applied, including:

· Reading materials and short exercises for own use 

· Watching short video clips from the WB/UNFPA Expert Consultation on Youth and PRSPs

· Chat with experts 

· Group project to develop a Wiki which could be shared broadly

The course requires participants to spend a substantial amount of hours toward reading the material and taking part in side activities, as much as up to five hours per week.

Completed application forms have to be sent in by September 15th to selene@youthactionforchange.org and hansen@unfpa.org. Please note that late submissions will not be considered.

Successful applicants will be notified by September 21st, and will be sent further information about the course along with an instruction guide on how to access and use various tools.

Good Luck!
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Application Form








Name:


Surname:





Country:





Age:                                                             Sex: ⁪ Female     ⁪ Male





Level of formal education: ⁪ No formal education  ⁪ Primary  ⁪ Secondary  ⁪ Tertiary





Are you member of any youth organisation or group? Please specify name, area of intervention and your role:








Internet access 





a. Where do you have access to/use a computer? ⁪ Work     ⁪ Home     ⁪ Elsewhere





b. Where do you normally have internet access?





Work:         ⁪ Email     ⁪ Surfing     ⁪ Other


Home:        ⁪ Email     ⁪ Surfing     ⁪ Other


Elsewhere: ⁪ Email     ⁪ Surfing     ⁪ Other





c. How long are you able to connect to the internet, on a daily basis?





⁪ 24 hours     ⁪ 12 hours     ⁪ 6 hours     ⁪ 3 hours








Please tell us about you, your background and your motivation for taking this ecourse (200 words maximum)








Please tell us about your knowledge of PRSPs and how this course will benefit you and your organisation (300 words maximum)

















� Afghanistan, Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Union of the Comoros, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Republic of Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Dominica, Ethiopia, the Gambia, Georgia, Ghana, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Kenya, Kyrgyz Republic, Laos, Lesotho, Liberia, Macedonia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Moldova, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Serbia and Montenegro, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Timor-Leste, Uganda, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, Yemen, Zambia.





